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2016 marks the 10th year of retirement of the former Editor of the 
Daly News, Ed Dunn. Ed is no longer with us but his memory and 
the contributions to the USS Daly during WWII and history of the 
ship and it’s crew live on. In 1991 Ed and Walt Johnson of the 
original Daly crew, were attending a ship’s reunion when the idea 
for a newsletter materialized.  Both had served on the Daly from 
1943 to 1946. 

Having newspaper publication experience, Ed took on the 
responsibility for the writing  and assembling the newsletter while 
Walt handled the mailing and distribution. They worked as a team 
for several years.

As Ed reached retirement, he assumed the full responsibility for 
the writing, publishing and mailing. It was an arduous task as the 
mailing list numbered well over 400. Ed had his hands full 
keeping the listing up to date. The use of computer filing soon 
became necessary. Many of the readers also became more 
proficient with the computer and relied on E-mail correspondence 
to stay in touch. 

In 2005 I became well aware of the burden that Ed was 
experiencing and offered to take over of the responsibility of 
editor and handle the publishing.  At  a Tin Can Sailors reunion in 
August of 2005 Ed received a special scrap book of his 
achievements and a very special engraved Silver plaque which 
read, “Preserver of Memories, Plank Owner, Editor of the Daly 
News, from a Thankful Crew.”

In October of 2006 I published the first Daly News as editor 
which featured this article about Ed’s retirement and receiving the 
special award. 
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A Salute to Sparky the Retiring Editor 
Contributed by Daughters of the Dunn Family 

 
 

Sparky's giving up the Daly News, 
It makes the crew want to sing the blues. 
He has a long history in newspapers, Sons, 
the Bulletin and Inquirer are the main ones.  

Photo-engraving was his stock in trade, 
With 5 kids to feed, he needed to be paid. 
He retired from that and had his own store, 
Selling cameras, film, and equipment galore. 
He was a wedding photographer, second to none, 

Whatever he does, he always has fun. 
He has 5 grandchildren and 2 greats, 
They are his new beloved shipmates. 

He is a huge fan of the Eagles and Phillies, 
And poker, crosswords, and big bowling alleys. 

He lives with his "bride" in 
 a nice house with views, 
And we will miss Sparky  

and the great "Daly News." 
 

 

Now Hear This Sparky!



WWII photos from Cruise Book



Since last fall I have been struggling with medical problems, non so 
difficult that I have been hospitalized, but enough to feel more stressed 
and fatigued. I celebrated my 85th birthday in November and everyone 
in my family tells me how great I look,  but it is how I feel that is the factor. 
I feel 85 and more tired and more aware that I am physically slowing 
down. I have difficulty walking. Arthritic back pain tires me after a few 
minutes. I have problems bending and working in the garden. Nap time  
is a required and necessary ritual. Obviously, stamina and drive have 
altered my daily routine. 

2016 would be my 10th year publishing the Daly News but I am now 
announcing  that I am stepping down as Editor. Since last September I 
have been struggling to find enough useful material to  publish 
something of interest but sadly I have nothing new to report. Fortunately 
I did not receive any new reports of our shipmates who have died in the 
past months, although I have heard of a few without any details for me to 
pass along. 

I have no new stories of my own. The spirit of researching the ship 
history has lost it’s interest, but the Daly News and ship’s past service 
and the men that served as her crew will live on as long as the Internet is 
in service. All the news and stories I have published will remain intact as 
long as Des Ron 30 remains in control. 
To contact the Daly Web site: dalydd519.org 

If anyone has an interest in taking on the role of Editor I would be happy 
to turn over my records and address information to them to continue the 
publication. 

It is with a sad heart I say farewell to all those who served on the Daly, 
but my watch is over. There are memories galore to live with and some I 
can still share with all the friends I have made while doing my service. 
                                                     Editor and Publisher Hal Boyer

A Farewell from the Editor

1951 -55

Mt. 52 -  5 inch 38

In the wheelhouse of the USS Slater 2010

Weldon “Vern” Payne, former yeoman aboard the Daly in 1953 was editor of the Daly News while we operated in Korean waters. 
He was reporter, editor, publisher and distributer of the publication while he was aboard the Daly.

He wrote: On behalf of the many former sailors of the USS Daly, I want to thank Hal for his splendid work over the past ten years 
as he provided news from numerous sailors. While serving on the Daly as a gunners mate he also provided numerous photos 
and drawings that enriched my efforts while I published the Daly News. 

Years later Hal assumed the duty to report stories of interest pertaining to sailors who served on the Daly in WWII as well as the 
years that followed. Hal was among the crew who wrestled to put the Daly in shape for the Korean Tour of Duty. He has done a 
splendid job of letting sailors who served in two wars share their stories from the past. 

I would like to extend my deep appreciation  for his efforts.  Weldon Vern Payne
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My sincere thank you to all you faithful readers of the Daly News who contributed 
generously to the operating expenses through the years and to those who shared their 
stories and memories of life aboard the USS Daly and to those who gave their lives 
during times of war and peace.  Hal R. Boyer Gm2  1951- 55
 
The balance of $365.00 in the Daly Fund was passed on to Des Ron 30 Association, Inc. 
       Please note request for 2016 Dues.
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